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Introduction  
 

 

Dear Student/Parent  

 

This booklet has been designed to  give you as much information as possible 

to help yo u make your choice of option courses to  study in Years 10 and 

11.  You should  read it very carefully, talk to tutors, othe r students and 

subject teachers .  Remember you are making some very important decisi ons 

and need to get as much information  as possible.  You should not choose a 

course just because your friend has, or just because you like the teacher .  

 

Making the right choices  will help you to get the mos t appropriate 

qualification .  If you are not sure what you want to do when you leave 

school, pick those options that you feel you will do best in.  

 

To help you make your choices, we are holding a n Options Evening on 

Thur sday 4th  February 5.30 - 7pm.  This will give you the opportunity to as k 

any option related questions you may have.  Students must be accompanied 

by a parent or guardian  at Options Evening .   

 

Also to help you make the choice, our Options Booklet will be available on 

the ISCCB website. (www.isccb.bham.org.uk)  

 

REMINDER  
The completed form must be returned to school by Friday 12 th  February 

2010.  

   

 

M E Hall  

Assistant Head Teacher  
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General Information for Parents and Pupils of Current Year 9  

 

What Will I Study In Years 10 and 11?  

 

Each week you will study 17 hours of Core  subjects  and 8 hours of your option choices.  

In Years 10 and 11 there are a number of subjects that ALL students study.  These are 

called the CORE subjects . 

The CORE subjects are:  

 English (4 hours)  

 

 Mathematics  (4 hours)  

 

 Science (4 hours)  

 

 Citizenship and Religious Education (1 hour for each)  

 

 Physical Education (2 hours)  

 

 Information and  Communications Technology-ICT ( 1 hour)  

 

All of these course lead to qualifications.  You then choose options  subjects to 

complete your timetable.  OPTION  subjects s hould reflect your strengths,  interests  

and future ambitions . 
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General Information ð Types of Courses at Key Stage 4  

 

There are 3 main types of Courses:  

GCSE, Applied GCSE and BTECs 

 
What is a GCSE?  
Many of the subjects you will study in Years 10 and 11 lead to GCSE 

qualifications . GCSE subjects are awarded grades from A* to G depending on 

your performance. All GCSE courses have a final examination, these are usually 

between 1 and 2½ hours in length.  Many subjects have two papers.  The 

examination s will test yo ur knowledge, skills and understanding .   

 

Some subjects have a coursework component , now called a controlled 

assessment. The exact weighting between coursework and examination papers 

varies considerably from subject to subject.  

 

Some GCSE Subjects are offered as short courses. These are equal to half a 

full GCSE. 

 

What is an Applied GCSE?  

Applied GCSEs have a strong vocational element to them. The grading system is 

A* to G, just like GCSE.  
 

Applied GCSEs have been designed to bridge the gap between GCSEs and work-based 

training.  So, as well as learning about your chosen area of work you also develop skills 

that will help you in the work place and are valued by employees.  These skills include:  

research, being able to plan your work, using I CT, learning to communicate well, meeting 

deadlines and working in a group.  

 

The difference between applied courses and GCSE is in the way you learn and 

how you are assessed.  More of your work is assessed through coursework, 

although you will also sit an examination. Studying an applied GCSE means you 

will research information for yourself by interviewing or visiting local businesses 

and organisations.  You will undertake long projects and take more responsibility 

for your own learning.  
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What is a BTEC Co urse? 
These courses are quite like applied GCSEs, except that there is no final examination. 

You are assessed entirely on the portfolios of evidence that you produce to show that 

you have achieved an appropriate standard. BTEC qualifications  at level 2 are divided 

into Diploma, Extended Certificate and Certificate courses. 

A BTEC Diploma is equal to four GCSEs, Grade C or above.  

 

A BTEC Extended Certificate is equal to two GCSEs, Grade C or above.  

 

A BTEC Certificate is equal to one GCSE, Grade C or abov e. 
 

The grading system is divided into Distinction, Merit, Pass or Fail. A pass is equal to a 

grade C at GCSE. 

Is an Applied GCSE or BTEC Course for me?  

If you plan to follow a career in any of the vocational subject areas it represents a 

good choice. It is also a different way of learning that may appeal to you.  

 

Most importantly you have to consider whether you will succeed on this type of course.  

To be successful at applied GCSEs you must attend regularly as your work is assessed 

continuously.  You should be organised and enjoy doing coursework.  You must also be 

able to study using your own initiative as well as being able to work well in a group.  
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Courses available 

 

Courses available for option choices in Key Stage 4, are as follows:  

 

ü Art and Design 

ü Business Studies  

ü Citizenship  

ü Dance 

ü French  

ü Geography 

ü Health and Social Care  

ü History  

ü Hospitality and Catering  

ü Information Technology  

ü Manufacturing (Electronics)  

ü Manufacturing (Textiles)  

ü Performing Arts  

ü Physical Education 

ü Religious Studies  

ü Spanish 

ü Sport  

ü Travel and Tourism  

ü Triple Science  

 

ü Vocational (Catering, Child Care, Construction and 

Hairdressing ) 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE , THAT FOR  A COURSE TO RUN AT KEY 

STAGE 4, A MINIMUM NUMBER OF 12 STUDENTS  ARE 

REQUIRED.  
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Subject:  Art and Design: Certificate/Diploma  (BTEC)  (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

 

You will require a level 5  for the Certificate or Extended Certificate ; or you should have 

demonstrated the ability to work in a range of different artistic materials and utilise teacher 

comments to develop your work.  The Diploma course  is for students that are ôGiftedõ within 

this subject area and have achieved a level 6 or above in art.   

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

 

1. BTEC Certificate  (equivalent to, one GCSEõs - Grade C to A*)   

2. BTEC Extended certificate  (equivalent to, two  GCSEõs - Grade C to A*)  

3. BTEC Diploma (equivalent to, four GCSEõs - Grade C to A*)  

 

What will I learn?  

 

Within BTEC Certificate/Diploma, you will learn how to research a project brief from start to 

finish using a range of different artistic techniques and approaches.  The course will enhance 

your skills in drawing, painting and three ð dimensional work.  It will also teach you how to work 

independently and develop your own ideas.  These skil ls can then be applied to a work 

environment or a further education course on graduating from school.  

 

How will I be taught?  

 

You will be taught within mixed ability groups, consisting of both male and female students.  As 

this is a specialist Art and Desi gn subject you will be located within a classroom that has the 

appropriate equipment on hand with a teacher that has subject specific knowledge.  

 

How will I be assessed?  

 

BTEC Certificate/Diploma is assessed continuously throughout the academic year and yo ur 

success in this qualification will rest on you completing all coursework assignments.  There is no 

examination and the amount of assignments that you have to complete will alter according to 

your choice of either Certificate or Diploma.  

 

What can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

 

You can apply this qualification to a range of different Art and Design based jobs for example; 

Graphic Designer, Artist, Photographer, Make ð up Artist, Set Designer, Costume Designer, 

Fashion Designer, Texti le Designer, Surface Pattern Designer, Animator, Illustrator and 

Teacher are just a few of your options.  
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Subjects:  Business (Applied GCSE OCR Single Award)    (OPTION CHOICE)

  

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

You will need to have an interest in Business and be reasonably numerate and literate: At least a 

level 4 in Maths and English in Key stage 3.  You must also have good ICT skills as the course 

involves a lot of ICT and research. A willingness to work hard and an excellent atten dance are 

also necessary as 60% of this course is coursework.  Watching TV programmes such as òDragonõs 

Denó, òThe apprenticeó, òMary queen of shopsó and òWatchdogó are all good references for this 

course. 

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

GCSE Single Award Applied Business.  

 

What will I learn?  

The Course is subdivided into Two Parts.  

You will learn about types of Business, People in Business, Production, Marketing and Sales.   

 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in an ICT c lassroom with opportunities to do some research on the Internet.  

You will create folders and save your work as you go along.  

 

How will I be assessed?  

The assessment is divided into TWO parts.  Unit A241: òBusiness in actionó covers a wide range 

of Business  theory which is assessed by means of a terminal test of 1.5 hours duration. This is 

worth 40% of the total marks.  Unit A242: òMaking your mark in businessó looks at a scenario 

whereby a business is failing.  Your job is to advise the business on how to t urn it around into a 

success, just like the Dragons do on òDragonõs Denó.  You will undertake 30 hours of Research on 

this and 15 hours writing it up in controlled conditions. (ie in a classroom).  

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I d o? 

Level 3 Business qualifications, jobs in business, administration, human resources, marketing, 

sales, Jobs in  the Leisure Industry, finance and Insurance/banking, Law, Accountancy, 

Management, Customer services, Retail, ICT.  
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Subjects:  Business Extended Certificate/Diploma (BTEC)  (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 What do I need to get on this course?  

You will need to have an interest in Business and be reasonably numerate and literate: At least a 

level 4 in Maths and English in Ke y stage 3.  You must also have good ICT skills as the course 

involves a lot of ICT and research. A willingness to work hard and an excellent attendance are 

also necessary as this course is 100% coursework.  Watching TV programmes such as òDragonõs 

Denó, òThe apprenticeó, òMary queen of shopsó and òWatchdogó are all good references for this 

course. 

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

A BTEC Extended Certificate (equivalent to, two GCSEõs - Grade C to A*)   

A BTEC Diploma (equivalent to, four GCSEõs - Grade C to A*)  

 

What will I learn?  

For the Extended Certificate you will study two compulsory units: - 

 Business Purposes 

 Business Organisations  

 Plus 4 additional units  

 

For the Diploma you will study four  compulsory units: - 

 Business Purposes 

 Business Organisations  

 Financial Forecasting for Business  

 People in organisations 

 Plus 8 additional units  

 

How will I be taught?  

Each unit is taught over 11 -12 weeks.  The course is 100% coursework and all the tasks are 

available on the student sh ared area so students can access task sheets and resources very 

easily in order to help them pass the course.  Every student has access to a computer and will 

produce their work on their own areas.  The tasks for MERIT and DISTINCTION are also 

available fo r the more able students to get on and achieve their potential.  

 

How will I be assessed?  

Students are required to complete all the òPass criteriaó tasks on the assignment sheets for 

each unit.  There is no examination. The coursework is marked internally a nd then sent to an 

External verifier.  

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

Level 3 Business qualifications, jobs in business, administration, human resources, marketing, 

sales, Jobs in  the Leisure Industry, finance and Insurance/b anking, Law, Accountancy, 

Management, Customer services, Retail, ICT.  
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Subject:  Citizenship Full course   (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

If you are interested in the world around you this is the course for you!  

An interest in further exploring issues raised in the compulsory Citizenship lessons; an interest 

in exploring your rights as a citizen and being an active member of society; a level 4+ in English, 

Maths and Science would be beneficial.  

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

This course results in the first ever Full GCSE in Citizenship Studies. Previously it 

has only been offered as a Short Course.  

 

What will I learn?  

The full course has 4 key units:  

Unit 1:  Citizenship Today ð exploring 3 key themes as in  the Short Course:  òRights 

and Responsibilitiesó òPower Politics and the Mediaó and òThe Global Communityó 

Unit 2: Participating in Society ð enquiring into a current issue, evaluating ideas and viewpoints, 

presenting arguments, participating in action to  address the issue, evaluating the impact of your 

actions  

Unit 3: Citizenship in context ð we choose one theme as specified by the Exam board, study the 

topic in depth, considering issues and controversies. The three topics: òEnvironmental Change 

and Sustainable Developmentó òChanging communities: social and cultural identitiesó and 

òinfluencing and changing decisions in society and governmentó 

Unit 4: Citizenship campaign ð developing a campaign strategy based on a current issue, 

participating in the campaign, and then evaluating your actions.  

 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in a group with other students who have chosen this subject for 3 hours per 

week. 

 

How will I be assessed?  

Units 1 and 3 will be assessed in 2 examinations (1 paper per u nit)  

Units 2 and 4 are controlled internal assessments.  

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

You will learn lots of skills that will be useful in later life. Being able to see the world from 

other peopleõs points of view will always help you to understand whatõs going on around you. The 

range of activities you will be involved in will help you to work with others and see the benefits 

of being part of a team ð even leading a team! You will learn to put a message across to persuade 

people of your point of view.  

There are lots of opportunities to put these skills to work when you reach 16. Whatever you do 

next ð A levels, a Diploma or an apprenticeship ð you will find that citizenship is an integral part 

of the course.            
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Subje ct:  GCSE Dance     (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

Pupils who opt for this course will need to be enthusiastic about and enjoy dance. The course will 

require pupilõs to not only perform and choreograph their own dances but also analyse, study and 

write about professional danceõs choreographed by other people, going into depth about 

movement content, costume, set design, use of lighting etc.  

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

One full GCSE. 

 

What will I l earn?  

There are four assessed units on this course, completed over the 2 years. These units are:  

Unit 1:  Critical Appreciation of dance  

 Study two professional dance works  

 Answer a short and concise written paper  

Unit 2:  Set Dance  

 Demonstrate physical competence and effectiveness as a performer  

 Perform a set dance taught by teacher  

 Choreographed by professional dancers within a contemporary dance genre  

 Video recorded by teacher but externally assessed  

Unit 3:  Performance in a duo/group dance  

 Perform a g roup dance relating to a professional dance work with three clear links  

 Choreographed in collaboration with teacher  

 Assessed live by teacher during moderation  

Unit 4:  Choreography  

 Solo composition task  

 Choreography for solo or group dance  

 

How will I be taught?  

This subject is taught through a combination of both theory (classroom based) and practical 

activities. The majority of the assessments will take place in year 2 of the course and year 1 will 

be spent developing knowledge, understanding and practically skills for the assessments.  

 

How will I be assessed?  

Pupils will be assessed through one exam and four practical assessments:  

 Unit 1:  Critical Appreciation of dance -  Written Examination  ð 20% of final mark  

 Unit 2:  Set Dance -  Practical Examina tion - 20% of final mark  

 Unit 3:  Performance in a duo/group dance -  Practical Examination - 20% of final mark  

 Unit 4:  Choreography -  Practical Examinations  2 tasks totally 40% of final mark  

 

Where can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

This  subject will not only develop dance skills and knowledge but will also help pupils to develop 

social and leadership skills through choreography work and group dances, as well as confidence.  

Pupils can go onto studying dance in further education, or alter natively the skills learned and 

practice d during the 2 year course will help assist pupils in other courses or careers they 

pursue. 
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Subjects: French  (AQA)       (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

Enjoy learning other languages and have a genuine appreciation for cultural diversity.  Enjoy 

interacting with people from a variety of backgrounds.    

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

A full GCSE qualification  in French  

 

What w ill I learn?  

The course is divided into four modules  

Lifestyle  

Leisure  

Home and Environment  

Work and Education  

 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in small groups assisted by òForeign Language Assistantsó.  You will be with 

other students who have chosen the subject.  Our classrooms are well -equipped (computers, 

language learning software, interactive whiteboard).   

We have partner  schools in countries where French is  spoken and you will have a pen-pal plus 

opportunities to travel.  

 

How will I be assessed?  

Assessment is by examination and coursework.  

Speaking will be assessed during the course (30%)  

Writing will be assessed by cours ework (30%)  

Listening (20%) and Reading (20%) will be assessed at the end of the course in Year 11   

 

Where can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

You can go to college/Sixth Form to take an òAó level in a Foreign Language.  You can work in 

areas such as Tourism, Journalism, Translating and Interpreting, Engineering, Sales and 

Marketing, Teaching, Performing Arts, Business and Sports to name but a few.  The Armed 

Forces actively recruits people with language skills.  In some jobs, you are pa id up to 20% more 

for having a qualification in a Foreign Language.  
 

Grammar 

You will be expected to acquire and show your understanding of French grammar throughout the 

course.  The following list is an example of some areas you will need to keep revising . 

 Nouns 

 Adjectives  

 Adverbs  

 Pronouns 

 Articles  

 Verbs  

 Prepositions  

 Conjunctions  

 Number, quantity, dates and time  

 Quantifiers/intensifiers  
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AQA GCSE French 
Full Course (2 years) 

Unit 1 Listening 
Examination ς 20% 

Foundation ς 30 minutes 
Higher ς 30 minutes 

Unit 2 Reading 
Examination ς 20% 

Foundation ς 30 minutes 
Higher ς 30 minutes 

Unit 3 Speaking 
Controlled Assessment ς 30% 

(completed at school) 
Two tasks to be sent to an external examiner 

Unit 4 Writing 
Controlled Assessment ς 30% 

Two tasks to be sent to an external examiner 

For speaking and writing, you can choose your own topics 

During the course, you will study topics related to four contexts 
 

Context 1 ς Lifestyle    Context 2 - Leisure 

Topics Topics 

Health 
- Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles and 

their consequences 

Free time and the media 
- Free time activities 
- Shopping, money, fashion and trends 
- Advantages and disadvantages of new 

technology 

Relationships and Choices 
- Relationships with family and friends 
- Future plans 
- Social issues and equality 

Holidays 
- Plans, preferences, experiences 
- What to see and getting around 

 

Context 3 ς Home and Environment  Context 4 ς Work and Education 

Topics Topics 

Home and local area 
- Special occasions celebrated in the home 
- Home, town, neighbourhood and region, 

where it is and what it is like 

School/College and future plans 
- What school/college is like 
- Pressures and problems 

Environment 
- Current problems facing the planet 
- Being environmentally friendly within the 

home and local area 

Current and future jobs 
- Looking for and getting a job 
- Advantages and disadvantages of 

different jobs 
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Subject:  Geography      (OPTION CHOICE)  
 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

Enjoy Geography and want to communicate your ideas to others.  The specification aims to 

provide innovative, relative and modern Geography fit for the 21 st  century. Students need to 

appreciate the differences and similarities between its environments, societies and cultures and 

recognise how they can contribute to a future that is sustainable and inclusive. Stude nts need 

to want to develop their responsibilities as global citizens. Students need to want to develop and 

apply their learning to the rest of the world through fieldwork and other out of classroom 

learning.     

What qualification will I receive at the e nd of the 

course?    

This course leads to a full GCSE qualification. OCR B.  

  

What will I learn?  

The course is divided into three  areas:- 

1.  Sustainable decision making. Four themes: Rivers and coasts , 

population and settlement, Natural hazards and Economic 

development  

2. Geography enquiry. Nine themes: Disease, Trade, Ecosystems, Sport, 

Fashion, Energy, New Technologies, Crime and Tourism.   

3. Key Geography Themes 

 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in a group with other students who have chosen t his subject 

for 3 hours per week.  

  

How will I be assessed?  

Assessment is by both examination and controlled assessment .  The controlled assessment will 

take place over year 10 and 11 this will require field work.  

  

Where can this subject take me?  

Employers and colleges value the wide -ranging computer, research, and analytical skills that 

geography students bring to the market. Geography is a natural tie -in with urban or city 

planning. 
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Subject:  Health and Social Care    (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

This course if appropriate for you if you have:  

 Achieved levels 4/5 at the end of Key Stage 3  

 A genuine interest in pursuing a career in health, social care or early years settings  

 A commitment to work and to achieve your best ð 100% pass rate is expected  

 Achieved an attendance record of more than 90%  

and 

 Are prepared to take your Work Experience Placement in a health, social care or early 

years setting  

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

You will receive a GCSE Health and Social Care (Double Award) which is worth TWO GCSEs 

grade G ð A*  

 

What will I learn?  

The course is divided in to FOUR units of study which include:  

 Stages of physical growth and intellectual/social/emotional development  

 The needs of client groups, access and barriers to services and the roles of people who 

work in health, social and early years services  

 The nature of health and well -being 

 Measurements of health and well -being; promotion and support for improvement  

 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in a group with other students who have chosen this subject for 5 hours per 

week. 

 

How will I be assessed?  

Two Units are externally assessed, each by a 1 hour 15 minutes written examination paper which 

will be a mixture of short -answer, structured and free -response questions.  

Two Units are assessed by the completion of two tasks for each.  These will be marked by your 

teachers and then moderated by the examination board.  

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs c an I do?  

You could take the Advanced Course in Health and Social Care in Post 16 or go to college to take 

a BTEC course in Caring/Early Years or an NVQ in Early Years Care and Education.  You could 

take up employment in the National Health Service.  By con tinuing your study of this subject at 

a higher level you could go on to be a nurse, social worker, teacher, which are just a few of the 

many career options.  
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Subject:  History ï GCSE full course    (OPTION CHOICE)  

         

Why study History? 
Our History course is a popular GCSE subject in which committed students do very well. You will 

study history through the eyes of the people who lived at the time.  

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  
This course leads to a full GCSE qualification that is highly regarded amongst colleges, 

universities and employers . 

 

 

 

 

What will I learn?  
 In Unit 1 you will learn about History Around Us  and how local historical sites present 

opportunities for historical study using Kenilworth and Warwick castles.  

 In Unit 2 you will learn about a period of history in detail through a depth study called 

Elizabethan England . 

 In Unit 3 you will learn about c hange and continuity through a development study called 

Medicine Through Time . 

How will I be taught?  
You will be taught in a group with other students who have chosen this subject for 3 hours per week. 

All our GCSE courses are available with online support at our Virtual Learning Environment for 24/7 

support when you need it. There are now two educational trips for our course:  

 A trip to the Science Museum to see the Medicine Through Time  interactive exhibition.  

 A trip to Kenilworth and Warwick castles for History Around Us . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will I be assessed?  
Assessment is by both examination and controlled assessment. Unit 1 is a controlled assessment unit 

worth 25%. Unit 2 and 3  are examination units worth 35% and 40% each.  

Where can this subject take me?  
Apart from enjoying the course and being more aware of the world around you, GCSE History can 

lead you onto many things.  

 History can lead onto Post-16 studies or employment in journalism, tourism, law, government, 

teaching, media research to name just a few.  History also goes well with subjects like English and 

the other humanities like Geography and Citizenship as we use the same skills.  
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Subject:  Hospitality and Catering  (WJEC GCSE)     (OPTION CHOICE)   

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

 A natural talent for cooking and a capability to produce a good standard of work.  

 Successful completion of ôProduct Designõ in yr 9 provides a firm foundation for this 

course.  

 Basic skills in practical work and an understanding of basic cooking methods.  

 An interest in both cooking skills and the workings of the Hospitality and Catering 

industry .  

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course ?                   

This course leads to a full Double GCSE qualification with two grades A*A* ðGG 

What  will I learn?  

The course consists of 4 units:          

 Unit 1: Catering - Two practical tasks.  

 Unit 2 : Catering - One written exam paper  

 Unit 3:  Hospitality - Event based task  

 Unit 4: Hospitality - One written exam paper  

How will I be taught?   

 Practical work; making several different dishes (some that you will perhaps not like 

yourself but that are necessary) and using advanced cooking methods  

 Completing a portfolio of evidence using ICT skills  

 Investigating aspects of the Hospitality and Cateri ng industry and the careers within it.  

 Planning and hosting events within the school.  

 Working individually and as part of a team for 3 hours per week over 2 years.  

How will I be assessed?   

Assessment is by both examination and portfolio.   

 Unit 2 - (Mandatory) Written exam taken either June or July of the 1 st  year.  

 Unit 1/3 - Assessed through a portfolio of evidence.   

 Unit 4 - Assessed by a written exam.  

Where can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

The specification offers a unique oppo rtunity for candidates to develop their knowledge and 

extend their skills within hospitality and catering in a vocational context.  It is a suitable 

qualification for those who want a broad background in this area and for those who wish to 

progress to furt her education. It will also offer valuable preparation for t hose entering the 

world of work.   This course can set the foundation for you to continue studies at Sixth Form or 

College in either Hospitality or Catering.   

It can also create a basis for you to pursue a career within The Hospit ality and  Catering  

Industry  straight from school and perhaps even open up possibilities of further training . 
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Subject : Level 2 BTEC Firsts for ICT Practitioners Extended Certificate  

(OPTION CHOICE)  

What do I need to get on this course?  

Enjoy ICT and are able to work methodology and want to communicate your 

ideas in a number of ways .  You should have a Maths and English at level 5 or above.   

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

Following on from the BTEC Firsts for ICT Practitioners Certificate started in year 9, students 

who take ICT as an option will acquire further skills in ICT. You will receive a valuable 

qualification equivalent to two GCSEõS between grades C to A*. The BTEC Firsts for ICT 

Practitioners Extended Certificate could lead on to the BTEC Firsts for ICT Practitioners 

Diploma. This qualification will be equivalent to four GCSEõS between grades C to A*. 

What will I learn?  

There are a number of topics studied within the range of certification and you need to pass 

them all to gain the certification:  

Unit 1. Working in the IT Industry . Using ICT  to present information  where you have to create 

a variety of business documents to meet a specific need.  

Unit 2. Communicating in the IT Industry . As well as developing  interpersonal skills through 

more traditional methods of communication, learners will be  introduced to the software 

packages and tools that are used to share information.  

Unit 16. Website Deve lopment. Web design where you research how web pages are created and 

you create your own.  

Unit 19. Computer Graphics . Research, collect and describe a range of existing graphics/images 

for use in web pages , plan the production of a range of graphic images  for a client, to be 

used on their website . 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in discreet ICT lessons with other fellow pupils that have selected ICT over 

three hours a week.  

How will I be assessed?  

The BTEC Firsts for ICT Practitioners Certificat e is assessed by two sets of course work, 

internally assessed by your teacher and externally assessed by the examination board. You will 

not have any external exam within this course. For the BTEC Firsts for ICT Practitioners 

Extended Certificate  you will need to complete four units and for BTEC Firsts for ICT 

Practitioners Diploma six units.  

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

You can go to college, take ôAõ levels in subjects like Business and ICT and off to university once 

ôAõ levels are complete. O r  you could go to work in a vast amount of areas such as administration, 

computer design, web development to name but a few.  ICT  can give you the skills most 

employers want -whatever job you have in mind .         
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Subject:  Electron ics 

CEA Manufacturing GCSE (Single Award)  (OPTION CHOICE)     

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

 Enjoy Design & Technology, making things, and want to communicate your ideas to others.   

 {ǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨtǊƻŘǳŎǘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΩ ƛƴ ȅǊ ф ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ firm foundation for 

this course but not essential  

 Basic skills in doing practical work and an understanding of computer design 

software 

 An interest in new technologies and manufacturing processes. 

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

This course leads to a single GCSE qualification with one grade A* ïG 

What will I learn?  

 you will learn how the manufacturing industry brings a product to the marketplace  

 manufacture a product and learn about manufacturing materials, their constraints  

 the impact of new technologies on the manufacturing industries.  

 

How will I be taught?   

 doing practical work; making several products in a variety of materials  

 using computer design software; CAD/CAM  

 investigating aspects of manufacturing industries;  

 making products from design briefs.  

 Working individually and as part of a team for 3 hours per week over 2 years.  

How will I be assessed?  

 

 Assessment is by both examination and coursework.   

 The controlled coursework will be completed within the two years.   

 There will be 2 short written examinations in the second year  

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

 
GCSE Manufacturing gives students a broad knowledge of the  
manufacturing sector.  
Students with grades A* - C can progress to a BTEC National in  
Manufacturing/Engineering and Information Technology.  
Students with grades D - G can progress to a BTEC First in  
Manufacturing/Engineering.  
The career opportunities for students with qualifications in manufacturing are wide and varied.  
Many students go on to work in the aerospace, automotive, electronics engineering industry. 
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Subject:  Textiles  

CEA Manufacturing GCSE (Single Award)  (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

 Enjoy Design & Technology, making things, and want to communicate your ideas to others.   

 Successful completion of ôProduct Designõ in yr 9 provides a firm foundation for this course  

   but not essential  

 Basic skills in doing practical work and an understanding of computer design software.  

 An interest in new technologies and manufacturin g processes. 
 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

This course leads to a single GCSE qualification with one grade A* ïG 

What will I learn?  

 Itõs a course for those interested in practical learning. 

 It provides a sound foundation for GCE A Levels and further education courses.  

 You spend two thirds of your time doing work for your portfolio and one third preparing for     

   exams. 

 The course is divided into three areas: -Designing a product and making it using the facilities  

   available in school  

 

 

How will I be taught?   

 Doing practical work; making several products in a variety of materials  

 Using computer design software; CAD/CAM  

Investigating aspects of manufacturing industries;  

 Making products from design briefs.  

 Working individually and as part of a team for 3 hours per week over 2 years.  

 

 

How will I be assessed?  

Assessment is by both examination and coursework.   

The controlled coursework will be completed within the first year.   

There will be 2 short written  examinations in the second year  

 

 

Where can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

GCSE Manufacturing gives students a broad knowledge and understanding of the manufacturing 

sector.  

Students with grades A* - C can progress to a BTEC National  in Manufacturing/Engineering and 

Information Technology. Students with grades D - G can progress to a BTEC First in 

Manufacturing/Engineering.  

The career opportunities for students with qualifications in manufacturing are wide and varied.   

Many students g o on to work in the textiles and the fashion industry . 
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Subject:  BTEC Performing Arts  (Extended Certificate)     (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

If you e njoy Drama and Music this is the course for you. You will learn to cooperate and 

collaborate with other students through productions and performances in and outside of school. 

You need to h ave achieved level 4a/5c in Drama and Music  at  Key Stage 3. A commitment to 

rehearsing afterschool and during some holidays i s essential.  

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

BTEC Performing Arts Extended Certificate. The course leads to the equivalent of 2 GSCE 

grades A* -C. 

 

What will I learn?  

The course is divided into  a number of units for the extende d certificate , provisionally these 

are: 

 Unit E31:  The Development of Music.  

 Unit B4: Acting Skills and Techniques  

 Unit B6: Devising Plays.  

 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in a group with other students who have chosen this subject . BTEC 

Performing Arts Extended Certificate will be taught over 3 hours per week.  

 

How will I be assessed?  

Your assessment will be through practical work.  However, you will be required to write your 

thoughts and ideas down as part of the evaluation process . There will be no formal written 

examination during the course. Performing in front of an audience is compulsory in some units.  

 

What can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

Move onto one of the Level 3 BTEC Performing Arts courses in POST 16. 

 

Further study can help you go into the performing arts industry and become any of the 

following: actor, actress, musician, music/ sound/ lighting technician, playwright, composer, 

stage manager etc.                   
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Subject:  GCSE Physical Education    (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

You need to enjoy sport  and be willing to work as a team .  You ideally need to h ave a Key Stage 3 

Physical Education level 5/6  or above.  You MUST be prepared to have your Physical Education 

Kit most days of the week and have a willingness to participate in extra -curricular sports clubs.  

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

One full GCSE. 

 

What will I learn?  

The course is divided into 4 units:  

Unit 1.1: Healthy Active Lifestyles  

Unit 1.2: Your Healthy Active Body  

Unit 2.1: Practical Performance  

Unit 2.2: Analysis of Performance  

 

How will I be taught?  

The course is combination of practical work and theory lessons. Most weeks will consist of 1 

theory les son in a classroom and 1 practical lesson.  

 

How will I be assessed?  

The course is examined at the end of Year 11 with a written exam covering units 1.1 and 1.2. A 

controlled assessment assesses unit 2.2 in four chosen activities. Unit 2.2 can be examined 

verbally, by presentation or by a written piece of work carried out in controlled conditions.  

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

Move onto AS level PE or a Level 3 BTEC sport course in Post 16.  

Gain Additional coaching qualificat ion and coach in a variety of sports.  

Work in areas  such as the leisure service, private leisure sector , teaching, coaching grass 

roots and professional, physiotherapy, sports massage and sport scientist just to name a 

few.                   

Physical Education can give you the skills most employers want . 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Subject:   Religious Education    OPTION CHOICE 

What do I need to get on this course?  

Anyone is welcome on this course J . You will enjoy  this course if you enjoy expressing 

your opinion  and evaluating the opinions of others,  on a variety of religious  and 

moral issues .  Students with good written English have the ability to do very well on this 

course.  

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  
 

This course is a continuation of the compulsory RE short course that all Year 10õs follow. 

Completing this additional course will lead to  a full GCSE qualification that is highly 

regarded amongst colleges, universities and employers.  

What will I learn?  
 

The course explores  a variety of modern issues , focusing on Christian , Musli m and non 

religiou s responses. The issues and key questions include:  

 

 Animal Rights  - How should we treat animals? Is it ok to eat meat?  

 Planet Earth  ð What are the effects of our lifestyles and why does it matter?  

 Prejudice and Discrimination  ð Why is racism so wrong?  

 Early Life  ð When does life begin? What are the arguments for and against 

abortion?  

 War and Peace  ð Is there such thing as a ôfair warõ? 

 Matters of Life  ð Why is life special? Is Cloning ok?  

 Elderly and Death  ð Is Euthanasia a sin? How do you help the dying?  

 Drug Abuse  ð What is wrong with it? Why do people become addicted?  

 World Poverty  ð What is the problem? Whose responsibility is it?  

 

How will I be taught?  

 

You will have 3 hours a week of teaching, over 2 years. Catch up classes will also be 

available.   

 

How will I be assessed?  
 

Assessment is by 100% written examination. This will be delivered through 2 x 1 ½ hour 

exams. There will be the opportunity to sit one of these exams at the end of year 10 and 

retake at the end of year 11 if required.  

 

Where can this subject  take me ? 
 

The skills developed in this course will prepare you for further study in 6 th form in a 

range of subjects including AS /A level, English, Sociology  and Philosophy and Ethics. In 

addition it will be useful in any career choice, especially ones which require you to 

regularly communicate with other people. This includes law, teaching, social care, 

journalism and tourism to name a few.              
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Subjects: Spanish (AQA)       (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

Enjoy learning other languages and have a genuine appreciation for cultural diversity.  Enjoy 

interacting with people from a variety of backgrounds.    

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

A full GCSE qualification  in Spanish 

 

What will I learn?  

The course is divided into four modules  

Lifestyle  

Leisure  

Home and Environment  

Work and Education  

 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in small groups assisted by òForeign Language Assistantsó.  You will be with 

other students who have chosen the subject.  Our classrooms are well -equipped (computers, 

language learning software, interactive whiteboard).   

We have partner  schools in countries where Spanish is  spoken and you will have a pen-pal plus 

opportunities to travel.  

 

How will I be assessed?  

Assessment is by examination and coursework.  

Speaking will be assessed during the course (30%)  

Writing will be assessed by cour sework (30%)  

Listening (20%) and Reading (20%) will be assessed at the end of the course in Year 11   

 

Where can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

You can go to college/Sixth Form to take an òAó level in a Foreign Language.  You can work in 

areas such as Tourism, Journalism, Translating and Interpreting, Engineering, Sales and 

Marketing, Teaching, Performing Arts, Business and Sports to name but a few.  The Armed 

Forces actively recruits people with language skills.  In some jobs, you are p aid up to 20% more 

for having a qualification in a Foreign Language.  
 

Grammar 

You will be expected to acquire and s how your understanding of Spanish  grammar throughout 

the course.  The following list is an example of some areas you will need to keep revisi ng. 

 Nouns 

 Adjectives  

 Adverbs  

 Pronouns 

 Articles  

 Verbs  

 Prepositions  

 Conjunctions  

 Number, quantity, dates and time  

 Quantifiers/intensifiers  
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AQA GCSE Spanish 
Full Course (2 years) 

Unit 1 Listening 
Examination ς 20% 

Foundation ς 30 minutes 
Higher ς 30 minutes 

Unit 2 Reading 
Examination ς 20% 

Foundation ς 30 minutes 
Higher ς 30 minutes 

Unit 3 Speaking 
Controlled Assessment ς 30% 

(completed at school) 
Two tasks to be sent to an external examiner 

Unit 4 Writing 
Controlled Assessment ς 30% 

Two tasks to be sent to an external examiner 

For speaking and writing, you can choose your own topics 

During the course, you will study topics related to four contexts 
 

Context 1 ς Lifestyle    Context 2 - Leisure 

Topics Topics 

Health 
- Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles and 

their consequences 

Free time and the media 
- Free time activities 
- Shopping, money, fashion and trends 
- Advantages and disadvantages of new 

technology 

Relationships and Choices 
- Relationships with family and friends 
- Future plans 
- Social issues and equality 

Holidays 
- Plans, preferences, experiences 
- What to see and getting around 

 

Context 3 ς Home and Environment  Context 4 ς Work and Education 

Topics Topics 

Home and local area 
- Special occasions celebrated in the home 
- Home, town, neighbourhood and region, 

where it is and what it is like 

School/College and future plans 
- What school/college is like 
- Pressures and problems 

Environment 
- Current problems facing the planet 
- Being environmentally friendly within the 

home and local area 

Current and future jobs 
- Looking for and getting a job 
- Advantages and disadvantages of 

different jobs 
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Subject:  SPORT (BTEC)     (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

You need to enjoy sport  and be willing to work as a team .  You ideally need to h ave a Key Stage 3 

Physical Education level 5/6  or above.  You MUST be prepared to have your Physical Education 

Kit most days of the week and have a willingness to participate in extra -curricular sports clubs.  

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course? 

A BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Sport (equivalent to, four GCSEõs - Grade C to A*)  

 

What will I learn?  

The course is divided into 7 units totalling 60 credits:  

Unit 1: Fitness Testing and Training (this will be completed in your core PE lessons)  

Unit 2: Practical Sport (this will be completed in your core PE lessons)  

Unit 4: Anatomy and Physiology for Sport  

Unit 5: Injury in Sport  

Unit 7: Planning and Leading Sports Activities  

Unit 10: Nutrition for Sports Performance  

Unit 11: Development of Personal Fit ness 

 

How will I be taught?  

For units 1 and 2 you will work in groups with the rest of your year group during your core PE 

lessons. The remainder will be taught over 3 hours per week for two years with others who have 

opted for the course.  

 

How will I be assessed? 

Your assessment will be through coursework and portfolio work. There will be no examination 

during the course. There will be opportunities to again additional certificates such as the sports 

leadersõ award, and St Johnõs Ambulance First Aid Awards. Some of the course is taught 

through practical but much is theory based in a classroom.  

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

Move onto a Level 3 BTEC sport course in Post 16.  

Gain Additional coaching qualification and coach in a  variety of sports.  

Work in areas  such as the leisure service, private leisure sector , teaching, coaching grass 

roots and professional, physiotherapy, sports massage and sport scientist just to name a 

few.                   

Physical Education can give you t he skills most employers want . 
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Subject: Travel & Tourism   

    (BTEC First Extended Certificate ) (OPTION CHOICE)  

      

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

To be able to research areas of the travel industry and to work independently. The Travel and 

Tourism course is fascinating, exciting and wide -ranging, with a very strong focus on people. It 

provides the challenge of meeting customersõ needs and desires, often through providing 

services which are intangible, such as experiences and memories.     

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?   

This course leads to a BTEC First Extended Certificate in Travel and 

Tourism.  Pass, merit and distinction can be achieved.  A pass in Extended 

Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs, at Grade C.  

  

What will I learn?  

The course is divided into the following units.  

1. The UK Travel and Tourism Sector 

2. Customer Service in Travel and Tourism 

3. The Travellersô World 

4. Development of the UK Travel and Tourism Sector 

5. Customer Service Skills in Travel and Tourism 

6. UK Tourism Destinations 

 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in a computer room  with other students who have chosen this subject for 3 

hours per week  over 2 years . 

  

How will I be assessed?  

Each unit is marked by continual assessment over years 10 and 11. All the units need to be 

passed. There is no final examination. Students can obtain a pass, merit or distinction. The 

qualification is equivalent to two GCSEõs.  

 

Where can this subject take  me? 

By any measure, travel and tourism is a vast industry, said to be the worldõs largest. The subject 

can lead to numerous jobs in the industry. For example, cabin crew, holiday representatives, 

travel agents or hotel work. There are also opportunitie s to take the subject at college and 

university.   
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Subject:   Triple Science     (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

At least Level 6 at the end of KS3, although individual cases will be taken into account.  

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

A separate GCSE in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

 

What will I learn?  

The course comprises all the Biology, Chemistry and Physics content from GCSE 

Science and GCSE Additional Science  courses, plus specialist exten sion units. The 

course helps students develop their questioning, analytical and evaluative skills 

alongside core practical skills.  

 

How will I be taught?  

Teachers encourage students to adopt a questioning, analytical and evaluative approach 

to scientific problems and issues.  Practical skills are developed as well as an 

understanding of how science works to encourage enthusiasm about science that will 

hopefully lead to continued study.  A practical approach to learning concepts is used 

where ever possible  

 

How will I be assessed?  

Assessment will be through the Core multiple choice exams in Y10; the Additional 

multiple choice and structured papers in Y11; Extension unit exams take place in the 

June of Y11. 

 

What sort of jobs can I do when I leave school?  

Stu dents achieving GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics often progress to GCE Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics in higher education.   This would then lead to jobs in many 

scientific based professions such as: Medical science , Veterinary Science,  Forensic 

Science, Laboratory research, Industrial research and development, Architecture, Civil 

Engineering, Mechanical engineer etc. The list is endless.....  
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Subject:   Catering (Vocational)       (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

All  you need for this course is an enthusiasm for the catering trade and you must enjoy making 

things with your hands.  

 

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

We offer the City and Guilds NVQ 1 and 2 ,  Entry Level 3.  Diploma Level 1 and the Food Hygiene 

Entry Level 3.  

 

 

What will I learn?  

Students will develop the skills needed to prepare and cook 

food. Students will learn about nutrition and balanced diets as 

well as producing finished dishes. The course provides a good 

grounding fo r future more specialist pathways and offers an 

excellent link into the college of food courses.  In addition to 

the practical skills students learn about health and hygiene and 

develop a better understanding of the catering industry.  

 

 

 

How will I be taught?  

This is a two year practical course with no final examination. Students spend most of their time 

in the practice kitchen and our live -kitchen which prepares and sells meals to staff and post 16 

students.  There is some folder work and the amount va ries depending on the level of the 

course.  

 

 

How will I be assessed?  

Students are assessed on their competence in completing practical tasks. In addition each unit 

has a short assessment which tests students under pinning knowledge. Students have to 

complete and pass 8 units over two years.  

 

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

These are introductory course which will assist students to decide on which area of the industry 

they would like to specialise. It leads to other City and G uilds course at different levels.  
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Subject:  CHILD CARE      (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

This course is appropriate for you if you have:  

 Achieved Level 3õs at the end of Key Stage 3 

 A genuine interest  in working with children  

 A commitment to work and to achieve your best ð 100% pass rate is expected  

 Achieved an attendance record of more than 90%  

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

The CACHE Foundation Award in Caring for Children  which is a Level 1 qualification, equal to 

three GCSE grades D -  G 

 

What will I learn?  

The course is made up of seven units and you must finish all seven units to get the full 

certificate.  Below are the topics that you will be studying.  Of course in each unit, you will be 

leaning much more. 

 Personal development 

 Human growth and development from birth to old age  

 Food and nutrition  

 Health and safety practices in the home and group settings  

 Care of children  

 Play and practical activities  

 Orientation to work programme ð preparing yo u for working with children  

 

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught in a group with other students who have chosen this subject for 5 hours per 

week.   

 

How will I be assessed?  

A portfolio task has to be completed for most of the units.  You will also have to complete a 

multiple choice question paper.  

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

You can go on to take the CACHE Level 2 qualification in Child Care and Education in Post 16 or 

apply to a college and take an NVQ Level 2 in Childrenõs Care, Learning and Development.  This 

course really introduces you to a career in child care, education and playwork.  Jobs for the 

future would include Nursery Nurse, Teaching Assistant, Playgroup leader and many more.  
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Subj ect:  Construction (Vocational)    (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

All you need for this course is an enthusiasm for the building trade and you must enjoy making 

things with your hands.  

 

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

We offer the City and Guilds Level 1 Introductory Skills in construction and BTEC Level 2.  

 

 

What will I learn?  

Students will have the opportunity to sample a range of 

construction trades such as bricklaying, joinery, painting and 

decorating and some basic electrics. The course provides a good 

grounding for future more specialist courses. In addition to the 

practical skills students learn about health and safety and 

develop a better understanding of the construction industry.  

 

 

 

How will I be taught?  

This is a two year practical course with no final examination. Students spend most of their time 

in the workshops. There is some folder work but this is kept to a minimum.  

 

 

How will I be assessed?  

Students are assessed on their competen ce in completing practical tasks. In addition each unit 

has a short assessment which tests students under pinning knowledge. Students have to 

complete and pass 8 units over two years.  

 

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs can I do?  

This is a tast er  course and helps students to decide on which area of the construction industry 

they would like to specialise. It leads to other City and Guilds course at different levels.  
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Subject:  Hairdressing  (Vocational)    (OPTION CHOICE)  

 

 

 

What do I need to get on this course?  

All you need for this course is an enthusiasm for the hairdressing and you must enjoy making 

things with your hands.  

 

 

What qualification will I receive at the end of the course?  

We offer Cit y and Guilds Level 1 and Level 2 (NVQ).  

 

What will I learn?   

Students will develop their basic hairdressing skills. The course provides a good grounding for 

future more specialist pathways.   In addition to the practical skills students learn about health 

and hygiene and develop a better understanding of the hairdressing industry.  

 

 

 

How will I be taught?  

These are two year practical course with no final examination. 

Students spend most of their time in the salon developing their 

hairdressing skills and learning about how to run a salon and 

deal with customers.  

 

 

How will I be assessed?  

Students are assess ed on their competence in completing 

practical tasks. In addition each unit has a short assessment 

which tests students under pinning knowledge. Students have to 

complete and pass 8 units over two years.  

 

 

Where  can this subject take me?  What sort of jobs  can I do?  

These are introductory course which will assist students to decide on which area of the industry 

they would like to specialise. It leads to other City and Guilds course at different levels.  
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 Option Choice guidance and form for completion 

 Students 
 You must choose 1 subject from each Option Block to be your first choice  

               όtǳǘ ΨмΩ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴύ 
 

 You must then choose 1 subject from each Option Block to be your reserve choice  
               όtǳǘ ΨнΩ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴύ 
 

 Student Name:                                                                                                  Form: 
 
Student Signature:                                                                                                       Date: 
 

 REMEMBER - All signed (student and parent/guardian) option forms must be submitted to your form tutor  
before Friday 12th February 2010.     UNSIGNED FORMS WILL BE RETURNED 

 
 
Option Block A (2 hours) 
 
 

1st 
Choice 
 
 

2nd 
Choice 
 
 

Option Block A Notes 
 
 

Art and Design (BTEC Certificate)     
If you choose Art and Design you cannot choose the same 
subject in Option Block B or C 

History (GCSE) 
  

If you choose History you cannot choose the same subject in 
Option Block B or C 

Geography (GCSE)     
If you choose Geography you cannot choose the same subject 
in Option Block B or C 

Business (Applied GCSE)     
If you choose Business you cannot choose the same subject in 
Option Block B or C 

PE (GCSE)     If you choose PE you cannot choose Sport in Block B 

RE (GCSE)     
 Citizenship (GCSE)     
       
 

Health/Social Care (Applied GCSE)     
If you choose Health and Social Care you must also choose  
Health and Social Care in Option Block B (it is a double option) 

      
 

CONSTRUCTION (vocational)     

If you choose Construction in Block A you must  
also choose the same subject in Option Block C  
(they are double options) 

CATERING (vocational)     

If you choose Catering in Block A you must  
also choose the same subject in Option Block C  
(they are double options) 

CHILD CARE (vocational)     

If you choose Child Care in Block A you must  
also choose the same subject in Option Block C  
(they are double options) 

HAIRDRESSING (vocational)     

If you choose Hairdressing in Block A you must  
also choose the same subject in Option Block C  
(they are double options) 
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Option Block B (3 hours) 
 
 

1st 
Choice 
 
 

2nd 
Choice 
 
 

 
Option Block B Notes 
 
 

Business (BTEC Extended Certificate)     
If you choose Business  BTEC  Extended Certificate  
you cannot choose Business in Option Block A or C 

Performing Arts (BTEC Extended 
Certificate)     

ICT (BTEC Extended Certificate)     
 Travel and Tourism (BTEC Extended 

Certificate)     

Sport (BTEC Diploma)     
If you choose Sport you cannot choose PE in Option  
Block A 

History (GCSE)     
If you choose History you cannot choose  the same subject in 
Option Block A or C 

Geography (GCSE)     
If you choose Geography you cannot choose  the same subject 
in Option Block A or C 

French (GCSE)     
If you choose French you may choose Spanish in Option  
Block C 

Spanish (GCSE)     
If you choose Spanish you may choose French in Option  
Block C 

    

Health and Social Care (Applied GCSE)     
If you choose Health and Social Care you must also choose  
Health and Social Care in Option Block A (it is a double option) 

ART and DESIGN (BTEC 
Diploma/Extended Certificate)     

If you choose Art and Design you must also choose  
Art and Design in Option Block C 

BUSINESS (BTEC - Diploma)     
If you choose Business (BTEC Diploma) you must also choose 
Business (BTEC Diploma) in Option Block C 
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I .................................................. Parent/Guardian of ............................................Form: ...................... 

Agree to the above option choices for KS4. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature..............................................................    Date: ........................................... 

 

 
 
Option Block C (3 hours) 
 
 

1st 
Choice 
 
 

2nd 
Choice 
 
 

 
Option Block C Notes 
 
 

Dance (GCSE)     
 Science (Triple GCSE)     

History (GCSE)     
If you choose History you cannot choose the same  subject in 
Option Block A or B 

Geography (GCSE)     
If you choose Geography you cannot choose the same  subject 
in Option Block A or B

French (GCSE)     
If you choose French you may chooseSpanish in Option  
Block B

Spanish (GCSE)     
If you choose Spanish you may choose French in Option  
Block B 

Hospitality and Catering (GCSE)     
 Manufacturing (Textiles)  (GCSE)     
 Manufacturing (Electronics)  (GCSE)     
       
 ART and DESIGN (BTEC - 

Diploma/Extended Certificate)     
If you choose Art and Design you must also choose Art and 
Design in Option Block B (it is a double option)

BUSINESS (BTEC - Diploma)     

If you choose Business (BTEC Diploma) you must also choose 
Business (BTEC Diploma)in Option Block B (it is a double 
option) 

    

CONSTRUCTION (vocational)     

If you choose Construction in Block C you must  
also choose the same subject in Option Block A  
(they are double options) 

CATERING (vocational)     

If you choose Catering in Block C you must  
also choose the same subject in Option Block A  
(they are double options) 

CHILD CARE (vocational)     

If you choose Child Care in Block C you must  
also choose the same subject in Option Block A  
(they are double options) 

HAIRDRESSING (vocational)     

If you choose Hairdressing in Block C you must  
also choose the same subject in Option Block A  
(they are double options) 

    


